
  

Stuffed rabbits are a kid's favorite huggable. Cartoon rabbits are ‘Wascally’ and adorable. 
Greeting card bunnies are sometimes just too cute for words. Even the Easter Bunny is a 
revered icon in American life. And in real life, rabbits are pretty lovable critters, too — soft, 
fuzzy, cute as, well, a bunny— until you spot one munching your precious (and expensive!) 
landscape plantings. (Think Peter Rabbit and Mr. McGregor.) 
 
Before you resort to drastic measures, read these words of advice from Scott R. Craven, Ex-
tension Wildlife Specialist of the University of Wisconsin, in Madison. lt is possible to 
“peacefully coexist" with rabbits. 
 
Know Your Enemy 
How do you spot rabbit damage? lt’s cleanly cut rather than torn away. Deer damage, on the 
other hand, has a jagged appearance. 
 
Eastern cottontail rabbits feed just before sunrise and just after sunset, but they may also be 
active during the day. The Eastern Cottontail is the most common type of rabbit in this area. 
 
Rabbits like to eat a variety of plants, especially those that are young, tender, and green. 
Many customers complain of rabbits eating their pansies, petunias, clematis, lettuce, and 
phlox. There are a few plants which have been said to repel rabbits, but we haven't found 
solid research to back up that claim. These plants include rosemary, dusty miller, marigolds, 
daffodils, lemon grass, garlic, peppers, and ornamental  strawberries. lt may be worth a try to 
edge your area with some of these plants. If you want more reliable  results in warding off 
rabbits, read on . . . 
 
Damage Prevention and Control Methods 
 
Exclusion 
One of the best ways to protect a backyard garden or berry patch is to put up a fence. It does 
not have to be particularly tall or sturdy - a two-foot high fence of chicken wire or 1/4" hard-
ware mesh (with the bottom buried 3 inches to prevent burrowing) is sufficient. Be sure the 
mesh is an inch or smaller, so young rabbits will not be able to get through it. You can protect 
your trees with cylinders of 1/4’ wire mesh set firmly in the ground surrounding the trunk. 
The cylinders should be at least 18 to 24 inches high. (Commercial tree wraps and plastic 
guards also work.) 
 
Repellents 
For best results, repellents are most effective before damage occurs or at the first sign of 
damage. There are several types of repellents to discourage rabbit browsing. Among these 
are chemical repellents like Liquid Fence and  organic “I Must Garden” Rabbit Repellant. Their 
residual effects work a little longer than those of odor or taste repellents. 
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Most rabbit repellents are taste repellents or contact repellents, which make the treated plant 
distasteful to the rabbit. These repellents, such as Hot Pepper Wax spray, protect only the part 
of the plant they contact; new growth that emerges after application may not be protected. 
Heavy rains may necessitate reapplication of some repellents. Taste repellents are usually more 
effective than odor repellents. The degree of effectiveness, however, is highly variable, depend-
ing on the behavior and number of rabbits and alternative food sources available to them. 
When rabbits are abundant and hungry, use other control techniques along with chemical re-
pellents. 
 
Nonlethal Control 
You can reduce the rabbits’ habitat by removing brush piles, weed patches, dumps, stone piles, 
and other debris. Vegetation control along ditch banks and fence rows should help. Family 
pets, such as dogs and cats, may also help. 
 
Trapping 
Trapping is the best way to remove rabbits. The first step is to get a well-designed and well-
built live trap. Several excellent styles of commercial traps are available. Most are made of wire 
and last indefinitely with proper care. Live trapping with a Havahart““ trap is an effective meth-
od for removing rabbits. The traps should be baited with apple slices and set in dense, brushy 
areas. The captured animals should be transported at least five miles away from the trapping 
site to discourage their return. 
 

So don't despair! There’s room for all of us if we’ll simply make some adaptations. (After all, 
we‘re the ones who've encroached on the rabbits’ habitat.) 
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